
Michigan Conference Guidelines
Sabbath School
If an incident should occur during a Sabbath School program, every attempt should be made 
to find the parents/guardians of the child before treatment is given. If the proper party cannot 
be located, a person in leadership should exercise good judgement and give a reasonable 
standard of care until medical help arrives. Call 911 immediately if the incident warrants it. The 
Good Samaritan law prevents a civilian that attempts, in good faith, to assist a person in need 
to be criminally charged. 

Risk Management has not given us exact “legal” wording to use on a permission to treat form. 
The reasoning behind it is because of a wide variation of laws from state to state. The have 
advised that legal wording should come from a local attorney in a given area.

If Sabbath School children leave the classroom and take part in outside activites off the church 
premises, a Consent to Treatment and Health Insurance Information form should be used. 
Written consent from the parents should be kept by leadership and taken on trips. The form 
should include all information pertinent to a medical facility to assist it in taking care of the 
injured/sick child. Because of a federal law called HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and 
Acountability Act) that took effect in October 2002, any medical information that is given 
on a person cannot be give out for general public knowledge. A specific person should be 
designated to keep these records and they should be kept in a safe place. 

Pathfinder & Adventurer Clubs
Permission slips should not be more than 30 days old. A parent should not initial or date an old 
permission slip. A new permission slip should be signed and dated if an activity is rescheduled 
or changed. The details on a permission slip should clearly communicate the date, type of 
activity, place, time, and mode of transportation. Specifics about the activity should also be 
given if there is any question as to what it involves - especially if there is a certain amount of 
risk or inherent danger involved- rock climbing or tubing down the river vs. singing at a care 
home. There should be no doubt on the part of the person that signs that permission slip as to 
what they are giving permission for. Legally, the more clearly it is spelled out, the better it is for 
all parties involved. 



Michigan Conference Guidlines (Continued)

Medication
Medication should be packaged the way it comes from a pharmacy and should be kept 
by a designated medical person if at all possible. If medical personnel are not available 
on an outing, it should be kept by a designated leader in charge. All medications 
should be kept in a secured area. The exception might be an inhaler that an older 
asthmatic child is familiar with and knows how and when to use it to their benefit. ARM 
has not given specific instructions as to who can “legally” give medication. Michigan 
Conference Education department has quoted the following in their policy book:  
“A school administrator, teacher, or other school employee designated by the school 
administrator, who in good faith administers medication to a pupil in the presence of another 
adult pursuant to written permission of the pupil’s parents or guardian and in compliance 
with the instructions of a physician is not liable in a criminal action or for civil damages as 
a result of the administration except for an act or omission amounting to gross negligence 
or willful and wanton misconduct.” Administration of Medication to Pupil; Liability (Michigan 
the School Code of 1976, Updated through Public Act No. 328 to 1994) Section 380.1178. 
It appears that this same rule would apply to all children’s programs. Proper documentation 
should be made of all medication administered to children. 

Special Needs Children
In the case of a special needs child, the planners of the event may have to take this into 
consideration and plan the even accordingly. The parents of a special needs child should 
complete the same forms that other parents sign. They should give explicit instructions 
regarding the special needs of their child. If possible, it would be good to have a person on 
staff that understands the special needs of the child. If not, the parent may want to go on the 
outing with the group. 

Supervision
At all children’s programs/events, there should be proper supervision at all times. On all 
events except Pathfinders and especially Adventurer Clubs, the parents/guardians should 
accompany their children on off premises activities. 


